SOUTH PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Student Support Services

ADA/Section 504 Plan — Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 504 Plan?

A 504 Plan is a legally binding document. Its purpose is to provide accommodations to assist
Students who are participating in the General Education (GEN ED) curriculum. The 504 Plan
should not be confused with the Individualized Education Program (IEP), but in some cases
students transitioning from Special Education (SPED) services back to the GEN ED program
may qualify under the conditions of 504.

What makes a Student eligible for a 504 Plan?

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act is a federal civil rights law that has been in effect since
1973. The law was reauthorized in 1990, as the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and
reauthorized again in 2008. The education-related components of Section 504 require schools
receiving federal funding to provide accommodations for Students with identified disabilities
who are also demonstrating educational needs.

When would a Student be considered for a 504 Plan?

The Student must be identified as disabled, as specified under Section 504: the individual has
a physical or mental impairment, which substantially limits one or more of such person's major
life activities; or has a record of such an impairment; or is regarded (perceived) as having such
an impairment. If the individual meets one or more of the above criteria, they may qualify for
reasonable accommodations under the provisions of Section 504.

How is a 504 Plan different from an IEP?

There are a number of important differences. The 504 Plan is based on civil rights law; IEPs
are part of the state and federal education codes. IEPs are generally more formal and
detailed, afford greater protections to Students and Parents, and are more appropriate for
those Students exhibiting higher levels of academic and/or behavioral need. While a medical
diagnosis is not required for a Student to receive 504 Plan accommodations or an IEP, 504 Plan
Team determinations are typically based upon a current physician’s statement of diagnosis.
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An SST meeting can be requested by a Staff Person or Parent at any time.

The SST meeting usually includes a School Counselor, one or more of the student’s General
Education (GEN ED) Teachers, an Administrator, Parents, and -- depending on the concerns
-- may include additional specialists, such as a Special Education (SPED) Teacher, Speech
and Language Pathologist (SLP), School Psychologist, or Occupational Therapist (OT). If
appropriate, the Student may also attend.

SST meetings focus on intervention planning for GEN ED Students who are not making
satisfactory academic and/or behavioral progress. All SST members contribute, and
decisions are made at a group level.

The agenda for a typical SST meeting will cover the following:
-- Identification of the Student’s strengths;
-- Discussion of the academic and/or behavioral concerns;
-- A review of the Student’s school and/or developmental history;
-- A review of the interventions already attempted and their outcomes;
-- Brainstorming and development of an action plan, including new interventions;
-- Scheduling a follow-up SST meeting to report-out on Student’s progress,
normally within 4-6 weeks.

If evidence suggests that the Student’s delays may be due to an underlying learning,
language, or developmental disorder, a referral for SPED evaluation in all areas of
suspected disability will be made at the SST meeting.

A referral for SPED assessment can be made by anyone involved with the Student’s
education and development, including Parents, Teachers, Principal, Pediatrician, or the
Student Study Team, but the SST process is generally encouraged as the best “first step,”
since it is required by law that all possible efforts be made to accommodate young people
within the GEN ED classroom prior to acting on a referral or placing a student in a SPED
program. This is part of the legal requirement for providing services in the “Least
Restrictive Environment” or LRE.
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SOUTH PASADENA MIDDLE SCHOOL
Student Study Team (SST) Meeting #
STUDENT: LD. #: GRADE:

DATE OF MEETING: -

PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S):
PRESENT AT MEETING:

ABSENT FROM MEETING:

STUDENT’S STRENGTHS:

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON STUDENT:

CONCERNS/PROBLEMS:

COURSES OF ACTION TO BE TAKEN AND BY WHOM:

FOLLOW-UP MEETING SCHEDULED FOR:




IIL.

Section 504/ADA Individual Accommodation Plan

Name: Student ID#:

Current School: SPMS

Type of Plan: 504 — Continuing Placement

Disabling Conditions:

Determination as a Qualified Individual:

Major Life Activities: Learning

Educational Impact:

Student’s Strengths:

IX. Necessary Accommodation:

X. Student/Parent Responsibilities:

XI.

Least Restrictive Environment: Regular Classroom

Birth Date:
Grade:

Plan Date:
Plan History:
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